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DEAR DELEGATES,  
Welcome to the Special Political and Decolonization 
Committee (SPECPOL) at CNYMUN 2026! It works 
directly to address decolonization and colonial 
legacies as well as disarmament and nuclear issues. 
We are extremely excited to host you all for a great 
committee session! Your chairs this year will be 
Remy Sinclair and Owen Reckess.  
 
ABOUT THE CHAIRS:  
Owen Reckess is a senior at Manlius Pebble Hill. 
This is his fourth year in MUN and his first time 
chairing CNYMUN, but he has been involved as both 
chair and secretary general at MPHMUN. Outside of 
MUN, he enjoys spending time with his friends doing 
a variety of activities from playing soccer to traveling 
the world.  
 
Remy Sinclair is a Senior at Fayetteville-Manlius 
High School. He has been a part of MUN since 8th 
grade, and this will be his second year chairing, 
Remy is also the President of the FM MUN club as 
well. Outside of MUN, Remy plays varsity football, 
participates in Latin League, and likes to hang out 
with friends, snowboard, and play video games. 
Remy is also a dedicated Manchester United fan. He 
is extremely excited to be your SPECPOL chair, meet 
all the new delegates, and make CNYMUN 2026 a 
great conference. 
 
ABOUT THE COMMITTEE: 
SPECPOL, also known as the Fourth Committee, 
considers six topics related to decolonization.  These 
five topics range from being very 
technologically-oriented, such as ensuring peaceful 
uses of outer space, and addressing the effects of 
atomic radiation, to ones that are geographically 
specific, like United Nations High Commissioner for 
Refugees (UNHCR), which protects displaced 
communities in conflict. Peacekeeping operations and 
distribution of information are also within 
SPECPOL’s domain. Delegates should consider every 
topic from a postcolonial perspective, and be 
well-versed on the positive or negative effects of the 
end of the colonial era on their country, as it relates to 
each topic.  
 
 
 

Your  topics for the Special Political and 
Decolonization Committee (SPECPOL) at 
CNYMUN 2026 will be: 

1.​  Development and Regulation of Nuclear 
Technology 

2.​ Addressing Colonial Legacies and Strategies 
for Governance and Reform in 
Post-Colonial Nations 

 
ABOUT THE CONFERENCE: 
Keeping in line with CNYMUN tradition, all 
committees will follow Harvard style debate, 
meaning delegates are prohibited from using 
pre-written clauses and/or resolutions during 
committee. Doing so will make a delegate ineligible 
for awards. To be eligible for awards, delegates must 
submit a Georgetown style position paper per each 
topic, meaning that each topic should be one page, 
single spaced, with a font size of 12 in Times New 
Roman. Position papers should outline the stance of 
your delegation and demonstrate a comprehensive 
understanding of your topics. The use of AI is 
prohibited and will result in disqualification from 
awards. When deciding on awards, chairs will look 
favorably upon delegates who have put significant 
effort into preparation prior to the conference, 
collaborate with other delegates without being 
overbearing, remain within the bounds of their 
nation’s policies, and encourage other’s voices to be 
heard. CNYMUN committees are structured using a 
tiered structure, designating each committee as open, 
intermediate, or advanced. SPECPOL is designated 
as an open committee. In turn, the Best New 
Delegate award will be offered to a first-time 
delegate in this committee.  
 
Please share position papers prior to the start of the 
conference. The chairs’ emails are listed below for 
you to contact about any research, position paper, or 
committee inquiries. It is recommended that all 
delegates share their position papers to both chair’s 
emails, although chairs will ask for any hard copies 
of position papers at the start of committee session 
one if necessary.  
 
We encourage you to scan our delegate preparation 
resources and award structure on www.cnymun.org. 
We wish you the best of luck and can’t wait to see 
what you bring to CNYMUN 2026! 
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TOPIC 1: DEVELOPMENT AND 
REGULATION OF NUCLEAR TECHNOLOGY 
Nuclear energy is one of the only sources of energy 
that is considered clean. It is a necessity for the 
United Nations’ Sustainable Development Goals 
(SDGs). The nuclear age began at nearly the same 
time as the United Nations. It was started from the 
need to address and understand the arising issues 
from the negative impacts of atomic energy, such as 
the Hiroshima and Nagasaki blasts.1 This ultimately 
led to the creation of many UN committees, one of 
which was the Special Political and Decolonization 
(SPECPOL). SPECPOL works to establish certain 
strong and sustainable global standards for nuclear 
safety, focusing on ensuring it and the people who 
may be affected by breaches in it. SPECPOL’s goals 
are to promote safe, secure, and peaceful use of 
nuclear technologies, which also aligns with the UN 
Charter’s principles of peace, international 
cooperation, and disarmament.2 As of 2024, nuclear 
energy plays a pivotal role globally, with 31 countries 
using 417 nuclear reactors for electricity, and many 
more are still on the way.3 There is no denying the 
fact that nuclear energy could be the way forward and 
the future for humankind; the only question is how to 
control and regulate and use it for the good of 
humanity and not for the betterment of a single 
nation. 
 
An important factor of nuclear technology regulation 
is nuclear safety, which remains a priority for those 
nations utilizing the benefits it provides, as well as 
the UN as a whole. These global standards and 
precautions come into play  in discussions about the 
1986 Chernobyl accident and the 2011 Fukushima 
nuclear power plant damage, which killed many and 
forced thousands to change their lives forever.4 
However, these events only strengthened the 
international community, forcing collaboration and 
the institution of safety protocols.  
 
Nuclear energy is still an integral part of clean 
energy, contributing to over a third of the entire 

4 Ibid. 
3 Ibid. 
2 Ibid. 

1 United Nations. “Atomic Energy.” United Nations, 2022, 
www.un.org/en/global-issues/atomic-energy. 

                                                                                        Special Political and Decolonization Chair letter • 3 

mailto:26rsinclair@fmschools.org
mailto:owenreckess@gmail.com


 

world’s clean energy supply.5 It is clear that without 
nuclear energy, it will be nearly impossible to lower 
the effects of carbonization on our atmosphere by the 
set date of 2050. Nuclear technology also directly 
relates to food security as it is being put to use to 
develop drought-resistant seeds and crops to combat 
many harmful diseases.6 As time progresses, some 
nations are starting to realize the benefits of nuclear 
technology, and it is resulting in tremendous growth. 
Such nations include  India, Argentina, Brazil, 
Mexico, China, and South Africa. 
 
In 1946, the UN General Assembly adopted its first 
resolution to establish commissions to control atomic 
energy,  ensure it would be  used for only  peaceful 
purposes, and to eliminate atomic weapons from 
national holdings.7 It proposed punishments for war 
criminals who use atomic power for violent reasons, 
and implemented safeguards to protect complying 
states against the hazards of violations and evasions, 
like inspections into their plans and potential 
intentions. One way the world has reduced the 
number of nuclear weapons is through bilateral arms 
control measures, where nations such as the United 
States and Russia engage in many agreed-upon 
treaties to diminish the size of their arsenal. This has 
largely reduced these weapons from a peak of around 
60,000.8 Another way is through  regional nuclear 
weapon-free zones, which help to strengthen global 
disarmament and prevent proliferation.  
 
It may seem that nuclear technology is all-powerful 
and has no weaknesses; however, its expansion also 
raises the need for stable regulations. There need to 
be systems in place to prevent the creation of further 
world-ending weapons  in place. Currently, there is a 
lack of international financing for nuclear projects, 
and governments hold the responsibility to disprove 
misinformation and correctly inform their people 
about the reality of nuclear power and safety 

8 Ibid. 

7 United Nations Office for Disarmament Affairs. “Nuclear 
Weapons.” United Nations, United Nations, 2024, 
disarmament.unoda.org/wmd/nuclear/. 

6 “‘Without Nuclear, It Will Be Almost Impossible to Decarbonize 
by 2050’, UN Atomic Energy Chief | | UN News.” News.un.org, 13 
June 2024, news.un.org/en/interview/2024/06/1151006. 

5 “‘Without Nuclear, It Will Be Almost Impossible to Decarbonize 
by 2050’, UN Atomic Energy Chief | | UN News.” News.un.org, 13 
June 2024, news.un.org/en/interview/2024/06/1151006. 

statistics.9 Examples of these regulations include the 
Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear weapons, 
the Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons, 
and the Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty. 
Even though these deadly weapons have only been 
used twice publicly, about 12,500 remain in our 
world today. This issue is still prevalent and will 
continue to be a compelling and difficult challenge.  
SPECPOL urges nations to explore the fine balance 
between controlling the power and potential of 
nuclear technology for positive developments and 
ensuring secure regulation. This will be a crucial step 
in policies that may allow more technology to be put 
to good use and serve humanity. 
 
With the Manhattan Project in 1942, the United 
States intensified nuclear energy research, intending 
to produce nuclear weapons before the Germans. As 
a result of this, with the help of Robert J. 
Oppenheimer, the United States conducted the first 
atomic weapon test in July 1945. Just over  4 years 
later, the Soviet Union joined the arms race with its 
atomic bomb test in 1949. Although the effects of the 
atomic bombs on Hiroshima and Nagasaki are 
constantly debated, even nearly a century later, and 
many condemn them, Harry Truman was awarded the 
Nobel Peace Prize in 1953. Additionally, there was a 
post-war economic boom, as well as progress in the 
arms race, which rapidly increased nuclear energy 
and power plants in the late 50’s and early 60’s. 
There has, however, been consideration from the UN 
of the harms of nuclear energy and what it has 
caused, such as directly bringing about the Cold War, 
thoughts about the disposal of used fuels, and the 
health-related threats caused by nuclear power plants. 
Nevertheless, today, aspects of nuclear energy, such 
as the impacts of CO2 on climate change, great 
technological advancements, and safer nuclear 
disarmament through international cooperation, have 
transformed it into the center of energy all around the 
world. 
 

9 “‘Without Nuclear, It Will Be Almost Impossible to Decarbonize 
by 2050’, UN Atomic Energy Chief | | UN News.” News.un.org, 13 
June 2024, news.un.org/en/interview/2024/06/1151006. 

‌ 
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Nuclear technology doesn’t just assist with energy 
production but also reaches the medical and 
agricultural fields. It has revolutionized global 
development single-handedly. In terms of medicine, 
nuclear technology has allowed doctors to detect 
early signs of cancer and treat other diseases faster 
and more accurately, which has, in turn, saved 
thousands of lives. In agriculture, it has increased the 
amount of a crop grown, ensured food safety, and 
managed certain chemicals without being harmful. 
These are just some ways in which nuclear 
technology and advancements have benefited the 
world. However, critical challenges appear. These 
include the difficulty to construct new power plants. 
It is a multi-billion-dollar project with high capital 
costs, licensing and regulation approvals, and long 
delays.10 Nuclear energy can also lead to terrible 
accidents such as contamination of agricultural land 
and produce, which may contain radioactive material. 
In committee, SPECPOL urges nations to focus on 
systems and protocols where the specific 
contamination in agricultural production can be 
gauged, and brought forth into the other facets of 
nuclear energy that can influence for the good of 
humanity. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

10 US Department of Energy. “Advantages and Challenges of 
Nuclear Energy.” Office of Nuclear Energy, U.S. Department of 
Energy, 11 June 2024, 
www.energy.gov/ne/articles/advantages-and-challenges-nuclear-en
ergy. 

‌ 

 

QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER: 
1.​ How should the world and nations balance 

the development of nuclear technology 
peacefully with the risks of weaponization?  

2.​ What role can the United Nations  play in 
enforcing nuclear tech regulations, while 
keeping the sovereignty of countries? 

3.​ What systems can be established to prevent 
the misuse of such dangerous technology 
and materials by terrorist organizations, or 
other harmful states? 

4.​ What are the potential risks of over-reliance 
on technology for the potential future? 

 
HELPFUL RESOURCES: 
Without nuclear, it will be almost impossible to 
decarbonize by 2050’, UN atomic energy chief 
https://news.un.org/en/interview/2024/06/1151006 
 
Atomic Energy 
https://www.un.org/en/global-issues/atomic-energy 
 
 
United Nations Office for Disarmament Affairs 
https://disarmament.unoda.org/en 
 
Nuclear Power In the World Today 
https://world-nuclear.org 
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TOPIC 2: ADDRESSING COLONIAL 
LEGACIES AND STRATEGIES FOR 
GOVERNANCE AND REFORM IN 
POST-COLONIAL NATIONS 
In 1914, colonialism was at its peak globally. 
European empires controlled countless territories and 
colonies around the world, with Belgium, the British 
Empire, France, and Germany, among others, holding 
sway over much of Africa and Southeast Asia.11 In 
modern times, while colonialism does not still exist 
with the same forte, neocolonialism has replaced the 
old system and operates in a fashion very similar to 
that of colonialism. Neocolonialism is the indirect 
and economic control exerted by nations over 
smaller, less developed nations. This is most often 
seen in nations that at one point faced issues of 
colonialism, as many of the same power structures 
have stayed in place, from the way funding is 
accessed to previous agreements on natural resources 
trade.12 Moreover, there are still seventeen territories 
across the globe that are defined by the United 
Nations as Non-Self-Governing territories. These 
territories still remain on the agenda of the C-24, also 
known as the Special Committee on Decolonization, 
and are considered a key issue to address.13  
 
The continent of Africa is one of the largest examples 
of colonial legacies impacting life and governance 
within nations today, and it is imperative that 
delegates are able to properly address this. The 
concept of the “African resource curse,” the idea that 
nations with higher shares of natural resources grow 
at slower rates economically and are historically 
worse at properly profiting off their resources, is 
directly linked to colonial legacy. Most nations where 
the resource curse is a problem were subject to 
colonialism at some point, and their economic 
systems reflect this. Poor distribution of wealth 
across the lower and middle classes, as well as 

13 The United Nations. "The United Nations and Decolonization." 
The United Nations, www.un.org/dppa/decolonization/en. 
Accessed 6 Oct. 2025.​ 

12 Afisi, Oseni. "Neocolonialism." Internet Encyclopedia of 
Philosophy, 1 Oct. 
 2025, iep.utm.edu/neocolon/. Accessed 6 Oct. 2025. 

11Morris, Ryan, et al. "How the World Looked in 1914, at the Peak 
of Colonialism." 
 National Geographic, 23 Feb. 2023, 
www.nationalgeographic.com/magazine/ 
 graphics/1914-colonial-expansion-map-feature. Accessed 6 Oct. 
2025. 

diminishing job opportunities (leading to brain drain), 
combine to create this phenomenon.14 Furthermore, 
as colonial nations began to either grant 
independence or lose battles for independence to 
these African nations, they still continue to exert soft 
power. Soft power is built  through  economic and 
trade systems, as they are currently still controlled by 
the richest nations in the world including the US, 
China, England, France, and others. Even if an 
African nation can produce a large amount of natural 
resources, their only possible route of trade leads 
them back to the colonial nation that caused many of 
these issues to begin with.15 Another core issue 
within post-colonial nations across the globe is the 
lack of strong governance systems. Many nations 
have corrupt or inefficient governments in place, 
leading to large portions of their GDP going to waste, 
either to the pockets of the leaders or simply due to 
inefficiency. As colonial nations left their African 
counterparts, they also left a power vacuum. Eritrea, 
Mozambique, South Sudan, and Angola, are all 
unfortunate examples of this. In Angola, the People’s 
Movement for the Liberation of Angola (SPLM/A) 
was one of the main forces fighting for independence 
from Portugal. After the nation won independence, 
the SPLM began to take control, yet it did not have 
the governing power and stability to properly run the 
government. Instead, a civil war promptly followed 
the SPLM’s Marxist-Lenist rule, and eventually 
democracy was ushered in as the new style of 
leadership. However, even today, Angola still 
struggles with issues of corruption and single party 
government, evidenced by the constant turmoil and 
low economic turnout from the nation.16  
 
The governments of many post-colonial nations have 
also failed to address some of the main reasons that 
their attempts to govern have failed, namely the 
presence of rebel or militia groups in most of Africa 
that actively work to cause chaos and implement new 
styles of leadership. A good example of this is Boko 

16 "Angola Country Profile." BBC, 11 Apr. 2011, 
www.bbc.com/news/ 
     world-africa-13036732.​  

15 Elbadawi, Ibrahim, and Nicholas Sambanis. 2000. “World Bank 
Document.” World Bank Document. 
https://documents1.worldbank.org/curated/en/27919146876830549
9/pdf/28130.pdf. 

14 African Development Report 2007: Natural Resources for 
Sustainable Development in Africa. African Development Bank, 
2007. 
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Haram, a self proclaimed jihadist militant group, that 
has caused political violence in Nigeria, Chad, Mali, 
Cameroon, and Niger, leading to over three million 
peoples becoming internally displaced in this region 
during that time.17 Due to a combination of 
government inefficiency and corrupt leaders, two 
topics originating from colonial powers’ control in 
these nations, the militant group has been able to 
operate without opposition for many years.  
 
There are some positive scenarios among African 
governments, such as the government of Botswana, 
which has held free and fair elections since their 
independence in 1966. It is a multi-party system that 
has been dominated by the Botswana Democratic 
Party, however a historic upset in 2024 saw the 
Umbrella for Democratic Change take control. This 
transfer of power was smooth and peaceful, exactly 
as should be expected for a stable democracy. While 
the change occurred because voters were unsatisfied 
with the high unemployment rates and stagnant 
economy of Botswana, the nation still serves as a 
golden standard of democracy in post-colonial 
nations and proves that it is possible  for other nations 
to adopt working democracies.18  
 
Post-colonial nations are not just present in Africa, 
yet almost every nation in South America is a 
post-colonial nation as well. However, the issues 
plaguing these nations differ based on geography, and 
solutions to address them must therefore also follow 
these same trends. In South America, there is less soft 
power, as independence from colonial empires 
occurred further in the past, most commonly in the 
1800s, while many African nations did not arrive at 
their independence until the middle of the 1900s. 
South American tourism industries have bloomed 
ever since colonialism, as these nations still retain 
some ties to their colonizing country, most often 
Spain or Portugal. While this is good for the 
economy, it is important to note that cultural 

18 Democracyweb.org. "Botswana Country Study." Democracy 
Web: Comparative Studies 
     in Freedom, edited by Democracy Web, 13 Feb. 2025, 
www.democracyweb.org/ 
     study-guide/accountability/ 
botswana#:~:text=What%20is%20Democracy?-,Summary,Congres
s%20(see%20Current%20Issu 
     es). Accessed 6 Oct. 2025. 

17 “Internally Displaced People – UNHCR Nigeria.” n.d. UNHCR. 
Accessed November 7, 2023. https://www.unhcr.org/ng/idps. 

significance is oftentimes lost or overlooked by 
constant whitewashing and tourist traps. Many sites 
are now considered protected land, yet there are still 
examples of cultural significance being lost due to an 
over emphasis on tourists, rather than the local 
peoples.19  
 
Another issue that arises within post-colonial nations 
is the vast wealth disparity between the top earners in 
a nation and the middle and lower class. During the 
times of imperial control, corporations and the 
empires would invest into areas that had preexisting 
infrastructure as it was a cheaper project to expand on 
old buildings rather than build new. While this may 
have worked in the short term, the long term effects 
of this have worsened the wealth gap in most nations. 
Education, financial literacy, and job opportunities 
are all hard to come by in rural parts of developing 
post-colonial nations due to these previous 
investments.  

 
Education is an extremely difficult topic in 
sub-saharan African nations specifically, as it creates 
a substantial financial burden on families to pay 
school taxes and send their kids to school, all while 
caring for other family members and necessities. 
Almost 55% of adults are worried about their school 
fees in sub-saharan Africa, and around 30% of adults 
state that it is their largest financial burden.20 While 
school taxes are not that high, these barriers prevent 
many school aged kids from even attending school, 
so that close to 60% of kids aged 14-17 in all of 
Africa do not attend school. Instead, they end up 
working jobs or providing for their families in other 
ways, acting as the caregiver for siblings and other 

20 Klapper, Leora, and Mansi Vipin Panchamia. "The High Price of 
Education in 
     Sub-Saharan Africa." The World Bank, 13 Mar. 2025, 
blogs.worldbank.org/en/ 
     developmenttalk/ 
high-price-education-sub-saharan-africa#:~:text=Leora%20Klappe
r,keep%20their%20ch 
     ildren%20in%20school. Accessed 6 Oct. 2025. 

19 Wake Forest University. "Lasting Effects in the Colonial." Wake 
Forest 
     University, lammuseum.wfu.edu/exhibits/virtual/ 
     experiences-of-colonialism-in-latin-america/ 
     lasting-effects-in-the-post-colonial/. Accessed 6 Oct. 2025.​  
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members of their family.21 The gap in African nations 
widens when gender is considered, as almost three 
million more school aged girls in Africa do not attend 
school compared to their male counterparts.22 Finally, 
the overall quality of education is also extremely low 
according to global standards, with the State of 
Global Learning Update stating that almost 90% of 
Africans do not have basic literacy skills by age 10, 
the global standard for quality education.23  
 
Moreover, corporations and other nations are still 
wary of investing in rural areas or infrastructure in 
untraditional places, which creates an increased strain 
on the low income neighborhoods of post-colonial 
nations.24 Crucial infrastructure in post-colonial 
nations is shockingly low, with over half of Africa’s 
population lacking access to electricity and almost 
45% without access to clean drinking water.25 Even 
worse, only 43% of Africa’s population is within 
distance of all season roads, and only around half of 
all roads in Africa are even paved.26 This lack of 
infrastructure stems from the colonial influence and 
disruption on the economies of African nations, as 
these nations are hit the hardest with lack of 
financing. The African Development Bank estimates 
that every year the continent of Africa is short 
between 70 and 110 billion USD in infrastructure 
funding, and there are currently no plans in place to 
address this.27 Delegates must decide as a committee 
how much influence formerly colonial nations and 
other developed nations should have on aiding 

27 Ibid.  
26 Ibid.  

25  Aikins, Enoch Randy. "Quality Education Delivers Growth-But 
Africa's Scorecard Remains Poor." Institute for Security Studies, 27 
June 2024, issafrica.org/ iss-today/ 
quality-education-delivers-growth-but-africa-s-scorecard-remains-
poor#:~:text=According%20to%20the%20United%20Nations,by%
20the%20age%20of%2010. Accessed 6 
     Oct. 2025.​ ​  

24 WMO. 2023. “Africa suffers disproportionately from climate 
change | World Meteorological Organization.” World 
Meteorological Organization |.  

23 The World Bank. "World Development Order (WDR) 2018: 
Learning to Realize Education's Promise." The World Bank, 1 Oct. 
2017, www.worldbank.org/en/ 
     publication/wdr2018. Accessed 6 Oct. 2025. 

22 Ibid.  

21Aikins, Enoch Randy. "Quality Education Delivers Growth-But 
Africa's Scorecard 
     Remains Poor." Institute for Security Studies, 27 June 2024, 
issafrica.org/iss-todayquality-education-delivers-growth-but-africa-
s-scorecard-remains-poor#:~:text=According%20to%20the%20Un
ited%20Nations,by%20the%20age%20of%2010. Accessed 6 
     Oct. 2025.​  

post-colonial nations in establishing firm economies 
and robust governance systems, as there is a fine line 
between aiding and controlling nations that must be 
carefully considered during debate.  
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QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER: 
1.​ How have nations been able to successfully 

maintain strong and independent economies 
after relying on colonial nations for years? 

2.​ What power does the United Nations and 
SPECPOL have over individual 
post-colonial nations and the way that they 
address their current issues? 

3.​ What risks are posed by the continued 
occurrence of soft power and 
neocolonialism? 

4.​ How can governance be reformed in 
post-colonial nations to successfully achieve 
full individuality of each country?  

 
 
HELPFUL RESOURCES: 
Why post-colonial nations are among the poorest and 
least economically developed in the world.  
https://www.trtworld.com/article/18222904​  
 
New methods for governing failing systems of 
government in African post-colonial nations.  
https://www.brookings.edu/articles/good-and-inclusiv
e-governance-is-imperative-for-africas-future/​  
 
How post-colonialism is viewed through an 
international relations lens.  
https://www.e-ir.info/2017/12/08/postcolonialism-in-i
nternational-relations-theory/​  
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